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Communication studies uses President’s Conference theme
to present an innovative view of surveillance

RECITATION HERO
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Professor plays poetry for sport

Comm studies professor Owen Chapman (left) holds up the Mobitouch Cube while research assistant Sam Thulin accepts a sound
file on his cell phone during the demonstration for Bluetooth Beats in the CJ Atrium Oct. 26.
Russ

6

GOING PUBLIC
Linking scholars to contemporary culture

COOPER

At the second edition of the President’s
Conference on Nov. 4, the focus will be
Surveillance, Security and the End of
the outward eyes watching
Privacy
us each day. The research-creators from
Concordias Mobile Media Lab (MML)
in the Department of Communication
Studies have discovered a few ways to
turn the eye inward.
The MML developed three unique
ways to creatively demonstrate the
potential of surveillance methods and
wireless connectivity, on Oct. 26 and 27.
The team demonstrated two projects
a
using the Mobitouch Cube
Bluetooth
short-range
12”x12”x4”
transmitter able to wirelessly transmit
files between cell phones, PDAs, com
a piece of equipment
puters, etc.
comm studies professor Kim Sawchuk
(one if the featured speakers at the con
ference’s afternoon session) acquired
—

-

—

INAUGURAL EVENT
School of Canadian Irish Studies

7

during her recent sabbatical in Italy.
For the Discoverable project, MML
programmed the Cube to send passers
by whose wireless devices are set to dis
which means the device
coverable
can be recognized by other Bluetooth
a request to upload a
devices
1- to 23-minute, b-fl artistic video or
sound file developed by research-cre
ation faculty relevant to the confer
ence’s theme.
The project Bluetooth Beats sent vari
ous single-instrument music tracks
studies professor Owen
comm
Chapman and research assistant Sam
Thulin developed to numerous cell
phones. Once tracks were downloaded,
the participants clicked play, launching
into a collaborative, improvised con
cert. (Bluetooth Beats will be displayed
at the conference on Nov. 4.)
“People think of Bluetooth for utili
tarian, pedestrian uses:’ says Chapman.
“We thought, ‘if we could serve out pre
—

—

prepared audio files to a group of peo
ple so they could play them together,
wouldn’t that be cool?”
On Oct. 26, the third project,
Moebius Maps, addressed the massive
surveillance project of Google Earth
and Google Street View. Under the
direction of comm studies instructor
and PhD candidate Melanie Hogan,
enlisted Concordia students docu
mented the locations of cameras, etc.
throughout the city; surveying the sur
veillance, if you will. Still in develop
ment, they plan to expand the project
in days to come and hope to engage
high school students to widen the
observatory range.
In September, when Vice-Provost
Teaching and Learning Ollivier Dyens
approached Sawchuk to present at the
conference, they both saw the MML
projects not only as a platform to
showcase unconventional forms of
CONTINUED ON P. 2
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Keeping an eye out for the PCS
Nov. 4 event to focus on the delicate balance between surveillance and privacy

Russ

COOPER

Cameras secretly peering at you
from hidden locations. Software
tracking your every click.
Machines that know exactly
where you are at all times.
Whether you like it or not, you’re
being watched.
Some say it’s for safety; some
say it’s for control. In today’s soci
ety; where is the line between
protection and privacy?
This issue will be at the centre
the second edition of the
President’s Conference Series

(PCS), Nov. 4 in the D.B. Clarke
Theatre. Under the theme of
Take:
Every Breath You
Surveillance, Security and the
End of Privacy, the conference
will examine the complex social,
political and technological rela
tionship between individual pri
vacy and public security.
“We know we’re being
watched, but we allow these
things to happen:’ says ViceProvost Teaching and Learning
Offivier Dyens, one of the confer
ence’s key organizers. “We want
to ask ‘does this help or hinder
our society? Why do we allow
such infringements on our priva
cy? Have we irreversibly accepted
this state of supervision?’
“The jury is still out about
whether heightened surveil
lance is to the benefit or detri
ment of society’ he says. “This is
why we want to have this con
versation.”
This second edition builds
upon the overwhelming success
of the inaugural conference,

Understanding Desire, in April.
Organizers have again invited
from
researchers
leading
Concordia to share their unique
perspective and stimulate dis
cussion about this topic that
permeates many disciplines and
facets of life.
As well, organizers are invit
ing more Concordia, CEGEP
and high school students than
last year to participate in the
discussion (by attending either
in person, by webcast or by
Google video chat). Organizers
have received interest from
high
Montreal
numerous
from
schools
as
well
schools, as
northern Quebec and upstate
New York.
Attracting this audience is
notably pertinent, says Dyens,
since it’s a population that’s the
most accepting of the current
state of heightened surveillance
thanks in part to their affinity
for choosing to display their pri
vate lives online via prevalent
social media websites such as

One-day colloquium to address
politics of difference
On Nov. 6, Concordia will host
colloquium
one-day
the
and the
Authenticity,
Heritage,
Difference
Religious
Politics of
in 11-767.
The seminar will welcome 12
experts to discuss the politics
of cultural heritage, authenticity and religious difference in
the context of multi-cultural
and religiously plural societies,
such as Canada (especially
Quebec), the Netherlands,
Ghana. Poland and Brazil.
“To my knowledge, there has
not been enough analysis of
events going on in Quebec in
comparison with other contexts,” says Department of
Studies
Communication
Professor Jeremy Stolow. the
colloquium’s convenor. “This
will be a great opportunity for
Concordia researchers, students and other interested pares to meet and discuss issues
of common concern, in diaboth
with
logue
well—established and emerging
international scholars:’

Stolow, who conceived and
organized the event, will be
among six other Concordians
presenting. Others include
sociology and anthropology
professor David Howes. history
professor Erica Lehrer, and
studies
communication
Professors Joseph Rosen,
Yasmin Jiwani and Monika Kin
Gagnoii.
While tackling such a topic
has the potential to provoke
passionate and deep-rooted
reactions from individuals
from any number of backgrounds, Stolow remains cornmitted to creating a productive
arena for new ideas.
“We are all experienced
teachers and public speakers,
and I am sure we will handle
any possible heated moments
with an appropriate amount of
respect and decorum:’ he says.
‘.1 hope our discussion will proyoke new ways of thinking [...]
and in particular to set the
agenda for new questions:’
Currently leaching COMS

498D: Special Topics (a class
focusing on media, religion,
and culture), Stolow has asked
his entire class to attend the
colloquium and to write
reports on what they learn.
The timing of the Nov. 6
event coincides with the
of
Academy
American
Religion’s annual meeting. tak
ing place here in Montreal the
same weekend. (See p. 4).
Funding for the event was
secured from the Centre for
Interdisciplinary Studies in
Society and Culture (CISSC),
and also through the competi
tion for Aid to Research
Related Events from the office
of the Vice-President of
Graduate
and
Research
Studies.
In January. Stolow was
appointed to the International
Advisory Board of the Center
for Religion and Media at New
York University, a research hub
where he served as a post-doetoral fellow in its inaugural year
2003-04.

Facebook and Flickr.
Dyens is confident the event
will create dialogue that res
onates both within the internal
and external Concordia com
munity, and help to generate
discussion between the two.
“In this, as well as many other
fields, we have some of the top
researchers in the world. It’s our
responsibility as a leading univer
sity to tackle difficult issues and
engage the community so they
can make more informed deci
sions about the ways they live:’
The conference will be divid
ed into three sessions:
The morning session (10 to
11:30 a.m.) will welcome
Concordia Institute for
Information Systems Engin
eering Professor Mourad
Debbabi and special guests
from the RCMP, Competition
Bureau and Süreté du Québec
to discuss cyberforensic tech
nologv;
The afternoon session (2 to
3:30 p.m.) will present chem

biochemistry
and
istry
Professor John Capobianco,
Centre for Pattern Recog
nition and Machine Intel
ligence Director Ching Y.
Suen and Communication
Kim
Professor
Studies
Sawchuk to discuss the sci
ence of surveillance;
The evening session (7 to 8:30
p.m.) will welcome Com
munication Studies Prof
essors Yasminjiwani and Tim
Schwab, and History Prof
essor Shannon McSheffrey to
discuss the question of bal
ancing privacy and security
through sociological and his
torical lenses.
Visit concordia. ca/presidents
conferences to learn more about
the event and speakers. The site
also hosts valuable information
about surveillance and security,
including an extensive bibliog
raphy and helpful tips on pro
tecting your identity in the vir
tual world.

A different kind of lens
CONTINUED FROM P. I
innovative research, but also a
unique method to demonstrate
the invisible exchange of infor
mation that surrounds us.
Chapman explains that while
the Cube does have capabilities
to “develop statistics” about
those who accept files (such as
time/place or type of phone), it
is not programmed to collect
personal information attached
to cellular service.., for now, at
least.
At this point, it’s pretty inno
cent, Chapman says. But for
those with the smarts and the
motivation, the potential to
gather personal info of unsus
pecting citizens exists.
“These types of networks peo
ple sometimes take for granted
are definitely being taken advan
tage of. People need to realize
they’re leaving traces of them
selves everywhere. We are far
more discoverable than we
know.
“There’s a bit of moral panic
one can take on with issues like
this. But I think we don’t just
want a knee—jerk reaction
against it,” he says. “Short of
moving to a mountaintop some-

where, you’re going to have a
hard time avoiding constant
connectivity. Just think about it
and be aware. This is a good
time to take advantage of what’s
out there:’
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The future in the past
The provincial government just announced longtime (now retired)
Concordia photography teacher Gabor Szilasi has been named as the
2009 recipient of the prix Paul-Emile-Borduas. The prestigious distinction
is awarded by the Quebec government recognizing lifelong achievement in
visual arts, architecture and design. Szilasi will receive the award during an
official ceremony at the National Assembly Nov. 3.
Over the last 50 years, Szilasi has created one of Canada’s most influential
bodies of work through environmental, domestic and commercial and
urban portraits of Quebec and Budapest. His work has been presented at
more than 30 exhibitions, and is part of 13 distinguished collections
(including the Musée d’art contemporain de Montréal, the Stedelijk
Museum in Amsterdam, and the National Gallery of Canada). Szilasi
taught at Concordia from 1979 to 95.

Once again this year, Concordia alumni and faculty are notably present on
shortlists for the Governor General’s Literary Awards, the Quebec Writers’
Federation Awards and the Writers Trust Awards.
Eric Siblin [MA Hist 87] is nominated four times for his book, The Cello
Suites. His name appears on the nominees list for a GG in the non-fiction
category, the QWF Mavis Gallant Prize for non-fiction, the QWF McAuslan
First Book Prize, and a Writers’ Trust award non-fiction prize.

Department of English Professor and Chair Jason Camlot.

Russ

COOPER

While he may spend much of his
time in an era long gone, English
Professor and department Chair
Jason Camlot always keeps one
ear on the future.
His primary area of expertise is
Victorian Studies, but Camlot
has spent much of his time since
2002 focusing his research on the
history of sound recording.
His hard work and ear-to-theground have yielded quite a pos
itive reputation as an accom
plished poet and researcher. His
work includes the publication of
fii books. numerous high-pro
file speaking engagements, and
an appointment as one of 30+
L.ocal Arrangement Coordin
those helping to
ators (LC
arrange for the needs of individ
ual societies) at the Congress of
the Humanities and Social
at
here
2010,
Sciences
Concordia for the first time next
Mas.
More than 70 academic soci
eties and 9 000 delegates will be
attending Congress the biggest
academic event in Concordia’s
history.
Now in his second year as
English Department Chair,
Camlot will be serving as the LAC
for the Canadian Association of
Chairs in English (CACE) confer
ence, which will gather chairs of
all English departments in
Canada.
“CACE will be discussing
issues from administrative mat
ters, such as running a depart
ment under constrained budgets,
to more intellectually interesting
subjects, such as the future of
English studies:’ Canilot says.
Outside his Congress responsi
-

—

bilities, one of his current proj
ects is the creation of an online
catalogue of recordings from the
SGWU Poetry Series. Taking
place here between 1962 and ‘75,
the series, curated by members of
the English Department, invited
prominent poets from Canada
and the U.S. to show off their
poetic chops, and was recorded
for posterity
Organizers welcomed “nearly
North
prominent
every
American poet of the time:’
including Robert Creele and
Allen Ginsberg. Ginsberg, as it
turns out, had a unique fondness
for presenting in Quebec thanks
to the connection his good friend
Jack Kerouac had to the province.
in
Lowell,
born
While
Massachusetts and considered
perhaps the personification of lit
erary Americana, Kerouac was
the son of emigrants from
Quebec. On his mother’s side, he
was related to René Lévesque.
“Montreal was known as the
poetry capital in the 40s and 50s.
In the 60s, it was still working in a
lyric mode associated with Irving
Layton and Leonard Cohen,
when more open-form poetics
were catching on elsewhere:’ he
says. “In a sense, this archive is a
way to hear Montreal poetics
encountering poetics from all
over the world and redefining
itself’
Camlot recently received a
grant from the Vice-President,
Research and Graduate Studies,
and hired a few grad students to
help transcribe and contextualize
the 250 hours of audio which will
soon be online as a pdf reference
tool, followed by the online listen
ing archive within the next year.
“It’s interesting documenta

tion of what poetry meant in the
60s. It really reflects the era in
which it was created:’ he says.
In the era of today’s virtual
world, Camlot is also sharing his
research with the interdiscipli
nary research videogame devel
opment initiative Tecimoculture,
Art and Games; or TAG (see
Jouma April 2, 2009).
Using his research in sound
recording and poetry recitation,
“the larger question we’re inter
ested in asking is, ‘how can we
use the underused vocal inter
face to create narrative action in
video games?’:’ he says.
“The starting point is a game
equivalent of Guitar Hero, sort of
like ‘Recitation Hero’:’ he laughs.
Camlot will also be presenting
at the 11th annual Modernist
Studies Association conference,
to be held at the Delta Centre
Ville Nov. 5 to 8. He’s arranged a
panel entitled, “Hearing (in)
Modernity” that will cover the
history of sound recording as it
relates to the literary studies.
An accomplished poet as well
(see Journal, March 22, 2007),
Camlot will also be participating
in a gala poetry reading (orga
nized by his English Department
colleague, Omri Moses) showcas
ing local poets. Among the pre
senters will be Sina Queryas, one
of six Concordians recently nom
inated for a Governor General’s
Literary award (see Accolades).
Along with other poets from
McGill and UdeM, “we’ll be
showing off our own poetic
chops:’ he says.
Check

out

concordia.ca/

congress2OlO to see Camlot dis
cuss his role on video and to
learn more about Congress at
Concordia.

Carmine Starmno [BA 94, MA Eng 01] has been nominated twice: His
book This Way Out is up for both a GG in the poetry category, as well as the
QWF’s A.M. Klein Prize for Poetry.

Part-time Etudes francaises prof David Homels Wildlives (co-translated
with Fred A. Reed) is up for a GG in the Fr-Engl translation category, as well
as the QWF Translation prize. (Among his numerous awards, Homel won
GGs in 01 and 95, and the QWF Hugh MacLennan Award for best Quebec
fiction in 2003.)
English professor Sina Queyras’ Expressway has been nominated for the
GG’s poetry award.
Howard Scott [BA Translation 79, MA Translation/Women’s Studies 84]
is also nominated in the GG’s Fr-Eng translation category for A Slight Case
ofFatigue.

‘

Part-time English instructor Jon Paul Fiorentino’s (BA Eng 01, MA
Creative Writing 03] Stripmalling (see Journal, April 23, 2009) is nominated
for the QWF Paragraphe Hugh MacLennan Prize for Fiction.
Both the GGs and the QWF awards will be announced Nov. 17. The Writers
Trust prizes will be awarded Nov. 24.

Congratulations to the JMSB’s MBA program for improving its rating
among the top business schools in Canada and the world. On Oct. 21, the
the international nonprofit
Washington, D.C-based Aspen Institute
organization dedicated to fostering enlightened leadership and openminded dialogue rated the JMSB second in Quebec, third in Canada and
34th worldwide for its demonstration of significant leadership in integrat
ing social, environmental and ethical issues into its curriculum. Last year,
the JMSB rated the same provincially; eighth in Canada and 59th world
wide. This year, 149 business schools from 24 countries participated in the
18-month survey.
—

—

Further congrats to JMSB Dean Sanjay Sharma for being named to the
India Abroad Power List 2009. At a ceremony held at the Ontario Premier
Dalton McGuinty’s Queen’s Park office on Oct. 19, Sharma was honoured as
one of 30 outstanding members of Canada Indian community based on
his outstanding contributions to society. From left: Ontario Minister of
Government Services Harinder Thakkar, JMSB Management Professor
Prarnodita Sharma, JMSB Dean Sanjay Sharma, Ontario Premier Dalton
McGuinty.

I_
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SENATENOTES
The majority of the open portion of the Oct. 16 Senate meeting was spent dis
cussing a report submitted by the Senate Committee on Academic Planning
and Priorities (SCAPP).
Provost David Graham introduced the SCAPP recommendations for Senate
Committees, their memberships and mandates. This represents the third
report on Senate procedures SCAPP was mandated to produce.
It was agreed to discuss the report generally and send the comments back to
SCAPP for review. The composition of the standing committees remained a
sticking point for many Senators. The report suggested the President, Provost
and Vice-President Research and Graduate Studies be considered ex-offlcio
voting members of allstanding committees. Some Senators expressed concern
this could weight certain committees heavily towards administrative repre
sentation. Among the related concerns raised were that student representa
tion was not similarly increased and that there were no reserved spaces for
part-time faculty representation. SCAPP will review the concerns raised and
address them in a subsequent version of their report.
Earlier in the meeting, Senators asked that two items on the consent agenda
concerning curriculum changes be brought into the main meeting.
William Lynch of Engineering asked for clarifications regarding discrepancies
in documents pertaining to ESL requirements for certain students. Existing
ESL courses 207, 208 and. 209, which focus on reading and writing, are being
replaced by more comprehensive courses. The documents were approved.
subject to an amendment to indicate that courses ESL 208 and 209 will be
deleted only in the 2012—13 calendar year.
The JMSB curriculum changes provoked questions on whether a standard
number of credits is required to designate major or minor program status,
since the proposed amendments referred to 12-credit programs. ActingJMSB
Dean George Kanaan explained these changes referred to programs that offer
12 credits on top of a standard 42-credit set of basic courses.
President Judith Woodsworth reviewed the Homecoming events, some of
which, like Family Fair Day, were very successful despite uncooperative weath
er. She also acknowledged the recent opening of the jIvISB building and the
announcement of funding for three new campus constructions through the
Knowledge Infrastructure Program. Finally, she encouraged participation at
the Nov. 4 edition of the President’s Conference Series and the Nov. 13 convo
cation ceremony.
The search for a new Dean of Graduate Studies is underway and a long list of
potential candidates is anticipated for late November.
The next meeting of Senate is on Nov. 6.

KEEP CURRENT
For updates
and breaking news
News@Concordia

news.concordia. ca
Corrections
The photograph of the signing for the CUPFA Collective Agreement on
p. 2 of the Oct. 5 issue was taken by Creative Media Services and mis
takenly credited to Marion Elissalde.
Dominic Ng is the Engineer in Residence for the Mechanical and Industrial
Engineering Department, but not the AIAA’s faculty supervisor.

$500,000
FIVE HUNDRED
THOUSAND DOL.LARS

Banking on student success:

On Oct. 20, the TO Bank Financial Group announced a $500 000
Group Fellowships in Business Education for PhD students worth
Financial
TD
annual
five
fund
will
that
gift
l
$15 000, and five annual TD Bank Financial Group Scholarships in Business Education for master’s-leve stu
dents worth $5 000.
In recognition of the gift, the university will name a third-floor, 120-seat classroom and public lecture
hall in the new MB Building the TD Bank Amphitheatre.
Present at the announcement were (from left) JMSB Dean Sanjay Sharma, TO Canada Trust’s Senior VP,
Quebec Region, Christine Marchildon, President Judith Woodsworth, Vice-President, Advancement and
Alumni Relations, Kathy Assayag and Chair of Concordia’s Board of Governors, Peter Kruyt.

100 years of religious study
KAREN HERLAND

The American Academy of
Religion is celebrating its centen
nial at its annual meeting in
Montreal next week and Phi) stu
dent and lecturer Laurie
Lamoureux-Scholes has worked
hard to make the most of what
she sees as an entirely appropri
ate location for the milestone.
With several related depart
ments in four institutions, “we’re
the second-largest centre for reli
gious studies in North America,
after Chicago:’ said Lamoureux
Scholes.
She began organizing in 2007
with the support of religion pro
fessor Donald Boisvert and
department chair Lynda Clarke
to coordinate an extremely active
Montreal venue committee to
showcase the work done here.
The committee brought together
30 researchers from across six
institutions.
“We created interesting ties
between different departments:’
said Lamoureux-Scholes, adding
the committee met at least once
at each institution. The experi
ence has led to great opportuni
ties for networking amongst
scholars, and a strong local pres
ence at the Nov. 7 to 10 confer
ence with over 5 500 anticipated
delegates.
A key element of the confer
ence this year will be a special
series on Religion in Quebec,
with 17 special panels featuring

Quebec and Ontario researchers.
A major component of the series
will be a presentation by Charles
Taylor and Gerard Bouchard.
“It’s going to be amazing to
hear what they have to say:’ said
Lamoureux-Scholes. “This is the

“The AAR programming com
mittee was really impressed by
our suggestions. Usually the
venue committee just suggests
local restaurants:’
Several Concordia grad stu
dents and professors will be pre
senting during the conference,
both within the context of the
Religion in Quebec series and in
the larger conference.
For more about the American
Academy of Religion, go to
aarweb.org and for more about
local programming, go to reli
gioninquebec.ca.

Journal

‘I
Laurie Lamoureux-Scholes
first time they are going to be
speaking as scholars. and they

have had 16 months to reflect on
the process:’
The series ‘as just one of the
proposals made by the local
venue committee. They also have
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QC, H3G 1M8.
Editor: Karen Herland

host a few films, local tours of
religious sites, and has helped
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coordinate performances by the
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Sweetgrass Singers and a
Southeast Asian dance troupe.
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Honorary Degrees
Concordia will award four honorary doctorates at this year’s Fall convocation
to study mechanical engineer
ing at McGill. Among many
awards, he was honoured by
Ernst & Young in 2002 with the
Québec Entrepreneur of the
Year Award.

ENGINEERING AND
COMPUTER SCIENCE

FINE ARTS

F

work in punk. queer theory, and
AIDS activism.
In 1994, his partners passed
away of AIDS-related causes and
his work became more focused
on the concept of healing.
Bronson received the Lifetime
Achievement Award from the
City of Toronto, the Governor
General’s Visual Art and Media
Award, and was named an
Officer of the Order of Canada.

JOHN MOLSON
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

Robert Walsh
President, Forensic Technology
Robert Walsh, President and
founder of Forensic Technology;
is an innovative engineer, inven
tor and entrepreneur whose pio
neering work has helped make
the world a safer place. His
Ballistic
Integrated
(IBIS)
rev
System
Identification
firearm
that
way
the
olutionized
crimes are investigated and
solved by tracing digital finger
prints on bullets or cartridges.
After graduating from Loyola
College in 1963, Walsh went on

AA Bronson
Artist, co-founder of General
Idea
AA Bronson is an award-winfling artist, writer, curator and
healer whose work has been
widely exhibited. With Felix
Partz and Jorge Zontal, he
founded the artist’s group
General Idea. They became
known internationally for their

Elizabeth Comper
Philanthropist and teacher
Elizabeth Comper started her
career as an elementary school

teacher and never lost touch
with her desire to change lives.
She is a director of the Ontario
Arts Council Foundation and
the Royal Conservatory of
Music, among others. She and
her husband Tony helped found
Canada’s largest theatre arts
award, the Elinore & Lou
Siminovitch Prize.
Comper is a recipient of
numerous awards, most recent
ly the Scopus Award from the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
She earned a BA at Concordia
and a master’s in library science
from McGill.

Tony Comper
Immediate Past President and

Chief Executive Officer, BMO
Financial Group
Over the course of 40 years at
BMO, Tony Comper achieved
remarkable success and played
a central role in developing
BMO’s innovative computer sys
tem. He was appointed presi
dent in 1990 and CEO in 1999.
dedicates
also
Comper
countless hours to organiza
tions and councils. He and his
wife Elizabeth founded FAST
Antisemitism
(Fighting
Together) and he is involved in
the Canadian Institute for
Advanced Research and the
for
Centre
Canadian
Architecture, among many oth
ers.
Comper was honoured with
the Human Relations Award
from the Canadian Council of
Christians and Jews and the
Scopus Award from the Hebrew
University ofJerusalem.
For information for faculty
and staff about the convocation
ceremonies, see news. concordia.
Ca. Or, if you are a Fall 2009 grad
uate, please visit the student
convocation website, registrar.
concordia.ca/convo

Cutting-edge professors share their expertise
Centennial speaker series at Marianopolis features Concordia talent
Some of our best and brightest
academics will be presenting
their research at Marianopolis
College through a special
arrangement for the CEGEP’s
centennial.
On Oct. 28, Romeo Dallaire,
Senior Fellow at Concordia’s
Montreal Institute for Genocide
and Human Rights Studies, repre
sented the university as part of
Marianopolis’ Centennial Speaker
Series. The world-renowned
Senator and Lieutenant-General
(ret) spoke about youth activism
and Canada’s role in the world.
“IVfr. Dallaire is a strong nation
al figure with a very powerful
message:’ says Sami Antaki,
Executive Director of University
Communications Services.
“1-lis words are even more rele
vant with the recent Will to
Intervene report:’ he continued,
referring to the document

released in late September which
urged the governments of
Canada and the United States to
take direct action to prevent
future genocides (see Journal,
Sept. 17, 2009).
President Judith Woodsworth
will also be one of the distin
guished guests of honour at
LuminoCity, the Marianopolis
College Centennial Gala on Nov. 5.
Damon Matthews, Assistant
Professor in the Department of
and
Planning
Geography
four
first
of
,
was
the
Environment
Concordia professors to speak
during the college’s activity pen
ods on Tuesday and Thursday
afternoons.
Matthews touched on the sci
ence and solutions behind cli
mate change. He spoke about dis
appearing Arctic sea ice, ocean
acidification, and Canada’s eco
logical footprint.

“Canada, for various rea
sons.. .is among the worst coun
tries in the world right now in
terms of proximity to our Kyoto
targets. Even the U.S., which did

“We’ve chosen
professors who
are doing
research in fields
that have truly
captured our
imagination.”
-CHRIS MOTA,
DIRECTOR OF MEDIA RELATIONS

not ratify Kyoto, is closer to meet
ing its emissions targets than we

are:’ he told the audience. For a
video excerpt from his presenta
tion, visit cjournaLconcordia.ca.
Andreas
suit,
Following
Athienitis and several of his stu
dents will make a presentation
on Nov. 3. Athienitis is
Concordia’s Research Chair, Tier
1, in Solar Energy in Building,
Environmental
and
Civil
Engineering. He is also director of
the Solar Buildings Research
Network (SBRN).
Jennifer McGrath, associate
professor ofpsychology, will delve
into sleep and stress on Feb. 23.
Her research explores the pro
gression of cardiovascular dis
ease risk factors along the devel
opmental spectrum and assesses
community prevention efforts
using public-health perspectives.
Vincent Martin from biology
has experience sharing his
research with CEGEP students
—

he was already invited to Vamer
College. On March 23, he will be
lecturing at Marianopolis. He is
Canada Research Chair in
and
Genomics
Microbial
member
a
and
also
Engineering
of the Cellulosic Biofuels Network
(CBi0N), a major national project
focusing on the conversion of
agricultural waste into biofuels.
‘in association with the Office
of Research and the Provost,
we’ve chosen professors who are
doing research in fields that have
truly captured our imagination:’
says Chris Mota, director of
Media Relations.
“This is a great opportunity
for our researchers to reach out
to CEGEP students to show
them the breadth of important
work being done at Concordia
and to inspire them with their
ideas and energy,” Antaki
added.
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Going Public outside the box

Sites of Conscience, were given a private tour of the collection at the Ecomusée
Members of the Going Public research team, and Liz Sevenko, Director of the International Coalition of
du Fier Monde in Centre-Sud. Go to cjournal.concordia.ca for video of the tour.
KAREN HERLAND

A group of Concordia scholars are inviting their peers to
make connections Outside the Box.
The group, calling themselves Going Public, formed this
year to invite scholars to think together with non-academ
ic culture workers, invited for ‘residencies’ combining lec
tures and workshops. Their goal is to find ways to translate
scholarship into public dialogue and engagement.
“We came together with a shared interest in doing:’ says
Erica Lehrer, one of the four members of the research team
who comprise Going Public. Trained as an anthropologist,
Lehrer teaches in the History Department and holds the
Canada Research Chair in Post-Conflict Memory,
Ethnography & Museology.
On Oct. 22, Lehrer hosted Liz evëenko, whose work at
New York’s Lower East Side Tenement Museum led to her
directorship of the International Coalition of Sites of
Conscience (sitesofconscience.org/en). This 10-year-old net
work includes over 200 museums around the world that
harness the power of a historic site (like a former gulag in
Russia or a stop for slave traders in Senegal) to inspire dia
logue and action around pressing contemporary issues,
such as immigration, xenophobia, or human rights.
In her introduction to the lecture, Lehrer stressed how
evenko’s ability to “find innovative ways to combine
social and historical research with meaningful public cal-

tural work,” had influenced her own practice.
evenko joked about how the term ‘innovative’ is often
applied in hindsight to work that is initially considered
marginal. The Lower East Side Tenement Museum began
at a moment when the concept of museums as defined
solely by their collections was being challenged. “Our col
lection was really our stories, the stories ofpeople who had
lived in the building we occupied:’
The museum used the stories of former immigrants to
stimulate conversations among the diverse immigrant
communities in the neighbourhood today. After learning of
resources available to (and lacking for) immigrants decades
ago, a group of new arrivals researched and developed a
handbook of resources for new immigrants in the contem
porary context.
The museum also used the history of clothing produc
tion “sweatshops” that had occupied the apartments a
century ago to develop a dialogue between garment work
ers, industry and designers about today’s labour condi
tions. evenko stressed the ‘neutral ground” of the muse
um allowed these diverse stakeholders to take part in a
wide-ranging conversation.
between history and action
That connection
underlies evenko’s international work. She spoke of
coordinating and learning from the efforts of local projects
around the world through the International Coalition of
Sites of Conscience, around shared issues like incarcera
—

—

whether in gulags, residential schools, or
tion
Guantnamo.
evenko’s lecture was also the history department’s
annual Public History lecture. Lehrer credits the
dynamism of the five-year-old public history program at
Concordia with much of the impetus for the Going Public
project. “We were interested in the possibility of doing
publicly engaged scholarship and collaborative research:’
During evenko’s visit, team members and students
joined her in a tour of the Ecomusée du fier monde,
described by its director, René Binette, as Montréal’s only
museum dedicated to the city’s working class population.
evenko also offered a workshop to interested students
and researchers the next day.
In addition to Lehrer, Going Public includes team
founder Steven High, from the Department of History; Liz
Miller, communication studies, and Ted Little, of the the
atre department. Given the team members’ diverse discipli
nary training, developing the project has itself been a dia
logue.
“Different backgrounds mean we sometimes have differ
ent language to describe what we’re trying to do said
Lehrer. “But the very productive area of overlap includes
searching for a broader definition of scholarship that can
both contribute and seek knowledge collaboratively with
practitioners working beyond the walls of the academ”
The next lecture in the series will be held on Nov. 19.
—

“

Algonquian conference offers opportunity
KAREN HERLAND

Having the Algonquian Conference at Concordia is great
timing according to Manon Tremblay, the coordinator of
the Centre for Native Education.
Having finally settled into new digs in the Hall
Building, the centre is poised to offer more to the 160
First Nations, Inuit and Métis students at Concordia.
Since 1992, the centre has offered academic support,
along with computers, a documentation centre and
study/meeting space.
“Our focus is on supporting academic achievement.
We want to remove obstacles and help students stay the
course:’ As of last year, they inaugurated five Concordia
bursaries specifically for the students they serve.
Concordia is also gearing up to offer a program in
First Peoples Studies. The proposal has been evaluated
by CREPUQ. and although details remain to be ironed
out, plans are moving forward through the School of
Community and Public Affairs.
The annual Algonquian Conference has never been
held here before. Presenters represent a range of disci

plines such as political science, sociology, education and
history.
“Two hundred people from a variety of fields are going
to be here for a scholarly conference:’ said Tremblay. “It’s
great exposure for our students or those considering the
field:’
Algonquian remains the largest First Peoples group in
Canada, stretching from Labrador to the Rocky
Mountains and from the Northwest Territories south
into the U.S.
Tremblay herself is studying linguistics, which, it
turns out, is a major focus for many of the researchers
who will attend the conference. The Algonquian group
includes 30 distinct languages. “I get to meet a lot of the
people whose books and articles I have read:’
Tremblay explained that of the 11 Aboriginal lan
guages spoken in Quebec, eight are Algonquian. “The
largest Algonquian language spoken in Quebec is the
Cree-Naskapi-Innu complex:’
The conference begins with a reception Oct. 29 and
continues through to Nov. 1. For more information, or to
register, contact Tremblay at manon@alcor.concordia.ca.

II’
2

1

Morning Star, an elder at the Centre for Native Education,
participates in a weekly beading session. For video see

cjournaLconcordia.ca.
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School of Canadian Irish Studies takes flight
ANNA SARKISSIAN

It takes more than one person to lift an idea off the ground.
As Michael Kenneally, interim principal of the newly creat
ed School of Canadian Irish Studies learned, it takes politi
cal will, institutional support and significant interest from
the community;
Those elements were aligned as the school was official
ly launched last week at a celebration featuring high-pro
file guests with Irish roots including Premier Jean Charest,
former Prime Minister Paul Martin and former Premier
DanielJohnson.
Two hundred people gathered in the chapel of the Grey
Nuns Mother House for the event, emceed by Canadian
Irish Studies Foundation Chair Brian Gallery. “It was very
gratifring,” Kenneally said.
Quebec’s thriving Irish community has a history qf sup
porting initiatives tied to the old country. Montreal’s St.
Patrick’s Day parade is the oldest parade of its kind in
Canada, dating back to 1824. The ever-popular Cine Gael
Montreal Irish series which screens films at theJ.A. de Sève
Cinema is now in its 18th year Kenneally also organizes a
well-respected lecture series that has seen over 170 cultur

al figures, academics, writers and politicians visit
Concordia since its inception.
The Canadian Irish Studies Foundation, under Gallery’s
leadership ëonvinced 600 donors to contribute. Significant
additional funding came from the provincial and federal
governments, the Irish government and the university;
which supported the project every step of the way.
Since the first courses in Irish literature and history were
offered in 1991, attendance has increased year by year. In
2002, Concordia launched the Centre for Canadian Irish
Studies, which evolved into the School of Canadian Irish
Studies this summer.
Ireland may only have five million people, but it truly
punches above its weight, according to Kenneally. The
same is true for the school; there are 23 scholarships
already established, in addition to a Chair in Canadian
Irish Studies, occupied by Kenneally, a Johnson Chair in
Quebec and Canadian Irish Studies, an Irish historian and
regular visiting scholars.
Students from all Faculties can register for courses
spanning 12 departments across two Faculties and focus
on Ireland’s complex history and rich culture, as well as the
contribution of Irish immigrants in Canada.

“Irish studies is not simply about Ireland. It’s about sub
jects such as cultural identity, colonization, rebeffion, rec
onciliation and other issues embodied by Ireland’s story,”
Kenneally said.
Doctoral candidate Heather MacDougall agrees.
Though she’s not Irish, she became interested in Irish
cinema while working at a film festival in Northern
Ireland. She is working on her PhD in Humanities and is
studying the role of the Irish language in Irish cinema.
Next semester, she will be teaching a course on film cul
ture in Ireland.
“I didn’t know a lot about Ireland when I first went there.
I was a complete blank slate:’ she said. The strength of the
school lies in its interdisciplinarity; she added. “We can
easily collaborate with people from other fields, which is a
real asset when you’re doing research’
In Kenneally’s speech at the launch, he said, “These
accomplishments have been achieved as a result of the
extraordinary collaboration between Concordia
University; several governments and the Irish community
in Montreal and across Canada:’
Find out more about the School of Canadian Irish
Studies at cdnirish.concordia.ca.

Paul Martin, President Judith Woodsworth,
From left, Board of Governors Chair Peter Kruyt, Interim Principal of the School of Canadian Irish Studies Michael Kenneally, former Prime Minister
Irish Studies.
Canadian
of
School
the
of
launch
at
the
Johnson
Daniel
Premier
Premier Jean Charest, Canadian Irish Studies Foundation Chair Brian Gallery, and former

Film festival features sexuality from a different point of view
KAREN HERLAND

The organizers of the first ever Sex, Labour, Smut
Festival decided to hit at least two of the three themes
with each of the films screened over the four-day event.
The result was the presentation Of 20 films Oct. 16 to
19 selected to challenge traditional representation of
subjects that are at best considered taboo or at worst
overly determined by moral panic narratives about vic
timization and redemption.
The festival was programmed by Ezra Winton and
Svetla Turnin of Cinema Politica, Tom Waugh, the
Concordia Research Chair in Documentary Film and in
Sexual Representation, and MFA student and filmmak
er, Shannon Harris.
“The festival was incredibly successful, especially
since we were competing with two other film festivals
and the last of the sunny days:’ said Harris. Some would
argue the subject matter was the big draw, but those
looking for naughty movies were likely disappointed.
“Ezra’s the main programmer for Cinema Politica
and screens hundreds of new documentaries every
year,’ said Waugh. Most of them take a voyeuristic, het
erosexual male perspective on pornography, sexuality
and sex work. “The ones that do occupy the attention
of the mainstream are very problematic from the point
of view of agency and diversity;”
As an example, Waugh points out the two major

Tom Waugh, Concordia Research Chair in Documentary Film
and Sexual Representation.

titles to come out of the National Film Board dealing
with pornography are Not a Love Story and Give Me Your
Soul. Just the title of that last film alone provides an
indication of how really problematic it is.”
In response, the Sex, Labour, Smut Festival presented
classics like the 25-year-old Hookers on Davie, along
with the more recent Live Nude Girls Unite!, about strip
club workers who unionize. The opening party featured

some 90-year-old stag films that Waugh found.
Harris, who did research on sex trade workers in
Mexico as an undergraduate has been interested in
the subject for a while. “Both fiction and documen
taries present a very narrow view of sex trade workers.
There is more than just being victimized and being
exploited:’
Many of the films presented, such as Tales ofthe Night
Fairies about efforts to organize sex workers in India,
offered a very differnt perspective. It was a perspective
some filmgoers found challenging. “The stereotypes
and morality are really entrenched:’ said Harris.
Waugh’s colleague, Mel Hoppenheim School of
Cinema Studies Chair Marielle Nitoslawska, intro
duced her film Bad Girl on Oct. 16 by talking about how
difficult it was to get the film shown precisely because
it presented female filmmakers depicting alternative,
and often graphic, images of sexuality.
Other filmmakers like Mirha-Soleil Ross were also on
hand to introduce their work. Ross’s safe sex advocacy
material uses porn conventions with educational
intent.
At other points, it was the films themselves that were
challenged. Trish Salah’s introduction of Be Like Others
questioned the agenda of the filmmakers. “It was fabu
lous to look at the film in this context:’ said Harris. “I
wish there had been more speakers and more time for
discussion:’
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Social change and personal growth

On Oct. 20, four candidates running in the upcoming municipal
election gathered in J.A. de Sève Cinema to present their respective
platforms to students and community members alike. The Journal
caught up with a few attendees to get their impression of the debate
a collaboration between the CSU and the university leading up
to the Nov. 1 election.

Hands on experience in Problem-based Service Learning
It takes a little something special
for a student to sign up for a
complementary
three-credit
which
may not count
course
requiredegree
toward their
in the
students
for
ments. But

in Uganda with the Concordia
Volunteer Abroad Program
where she created a solar cooking project. She signed up for the
Orientation class because she
had a gut feeling it would be the
right fit for her.
“The curriculum is not set in
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Problem-based Service Learning
Orientation pilot project, the
benefits far outweigh the cornmitment required.
There are so many cool peopie in this class. It’s a goldrnine’
says anthropology student Jade
Cambron. “I’m not a morning
person but I actually want to get
out of bed for this:’
Open to all undergraduate
students, the course is offered
through the SEL’s Institute for
Community Development and
provides an overview of the
theory and practice surrounding community engagement
and development. In the winter
semester, the Problem-based
Service Learning Practicurn is a
separate course which will
allow students to get hands-on
experience through a supervised community placement of
90 to 120 hours. Most students
enroll in both.
Human environment major
Ana Terrazas spent last summer

nurture our interests. So many
doors have opened, at least in
my mind:’ Terrazas says.
For Cambron, the big challenge will be finding the right
project to invest her time in for
her placement come January.
She is interested in immiant
integration, identity issues, and
working with youth. “I tend to
change my mind:’ she says.
“Most of the students have a
fair grounding in what cornmunity is all about’ says professor Frances Ravensbergen,
though the course is open to
all, even those who haven’t
gotten their feet wet in cornmunity organizing.
Ravensbergen utilizes service
learning (essentially citizen
engagement) and problem-based
learning, which is a student-centered approach that promotes
inquiry and questioning to
address real world problems.
Many professors use these
approaches. but the SEL courses

-

—

—

The only way things are going to change is if young people get
involved. I know there’s a high level of apathy in general, with
youths in particular, because they don’t feel they have a say, but they
do. I think this student government is showing them they can get
involved and make change.
—DEAN OF STUDENTS ELIZABETH MOREY

I have to admit I came to this event with preconceived ideas, prior
research and an idea in mind of where I was afready going to vote.
But in politics, you learn not to idealize any one group; you learn to
see what its flaws are, and, if there were certain strength areas, you
can come to understand perhaps they weren’t as strong as they’ve
lead others to believe.
To Projet Montréal’s discredit, they are using plastic signs [to
advertise themselves], but they also explained that was due to
budgetary concerns. Admittedly, they could have tried mitigating
their strategy with more grassroots initiatives, but at the same time,
as a somewhat fledgling party, perhaps they didn’t have the
resources for that yet.
I thought Mr. DeSousa had quite the advantage over the other
candidates due to his track record of already having been in office
and that did allow for more fleshed out responses. At the same time,
I was expecting a bit more polished response on why he may not be
so vocal on certain issues as opposed to the typical politician brushoff of anything that might lead to unfavourable relations with future
collaborators.
But, this debate added new dimensions, reinforced and, at times,
even contradicted certain points of view that I had, so I feel I will be
going to the polls with a much more informed decision.
—SECOND-YEAR SCHOOL OF COMMUNITY AND

ANNA SARKISSIAN
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use them in a more systematic
way. As for assignments. stu
dents complete journal entries, a
book review, and develop a
learning plan in addition to
other exercises. At the end of the
course, they are evaluated with a
pass/fail.
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students respond as they are
becoming aware of issues
around them they might not
have been exposed to previously.
It opens a new world with new
questions, and they develop an
interest in participating in these
processes:’ says Mireille Landry,
Problem-based Service Learning
Administrator at the institute for
community Development.
Terrazas appreciates the fact
that they are acquiring life skills
that will be useful in the longrun. “We’re not all going to end
up in an office in front of a corn
puter:’ she says.
Its amazing to see the netopportunities
working
Cambron adds, “We are starting
to build real relationships with
each other:’
For more information about
SEL 198A Problem-based Service
Learning Orientation and SEL
198B Problem-based Service
Learning Practicum. visit Lns7dev.
concordia.co_

PUBLIC AFFAIRS UNDERGRAD CHRISTOPHER KORAN

ihere was some stuff I didn’t agree with, like how a tramway wil
solve the problems with our public transportation. But overall, I
think it is good students who vote know how these people present
themselves.

I

—FOURTH-YEAR POLITICAL SCIENCE UNDERGRAD PATRICK MAGALLANES

I live in Alan DeSousa’s riding [of St. Laurent], and he pretty much
sweeps it every year. But the Vision candidate [David Hanna]
seemed very competent and charismatic. [...] I think that an event
like this speaks to how active Concordia is, especially the student
union, in encouraging students to become involved, not only in
their school but outside as well.
—FOURTH-YEAR SCHOOL OF COMMUNITY AND
PUBLIC AFFAIRS UNDERGRAD VANESSA O’CONNOR

We hope to build on this model of [the CSU and the university]
working together to try to give the Concordia community an oppor
tunity to hear from candidates and engage in a dialogue with them
to get answers before they go and vote.
—ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
RUSSELL COPEMAN

Input is a new Column soliCiting opinions from a range of
interested parties on topical issues. Continue the Conversation

at cjournol. concordia. CO

Concordians Bike for Clean Air: csu VP Sustainability John

Kyras (right) serves up some veggie
Bike for Clean Air day on Oct. 20.
CSU’s
the
during
on
looks
Tomenko
loaf to Jean Blais Mathieu as volunteer Maria
a clean and sustainable
promote
to
school
to
cycle
to
faculty
and
staff
students,
encouraged
Organizers
future just days before the international day of climate action on Saturday (see page 12).
Volunteers prepared the free meal, served on the terrace behind the Hall Building, with help from the
People’s Potato. “We’ve been here since 9 a.m. chopping onions,” Kyras said he handed out food. “I was crying
all morning.”
Blais Mathieu, a bike advocate for the past 30 years, would like to see major changes to the city’s
infrastructure, noting over 60 cities worldwide already have car-free zones.
“We need our elected officials and planners to make it easy for people to take public transit and cycle,” he
said. “There’s been lots of lip service and not much action.”
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CSU, Concordia host
municipal election debate
Russ COOPER

On Oct. 20 in the J.A. de Sève Cinema,
the CSU and the university presented a
debate between candidates running in
the upcoming municipal election,
scheduled for Nov. 1.
What took months to plan (the idea
for the debate arose when the current
CSU administration held initial brain
storming sessions after first taking the
reins in June), culminated on Oct. 20
with representatives from four major
parties vying for municipal council
seats.
On the stage stood Alan DeSousa from
Union Montréal, Carole Dupuis from
Projet Montréal, David Hanna from
Vision Montréal, and Jean-Francois
Larose from Parti Montreal Vile-Marie.
Originally, Gerald Tremblay, Louise
Harel and Richard Bergeron had con
firmed to attend, but all three cancelled,
sending other partY representatives in
their stead.
“The choice of language may have
caused this. I wasnt surprised because
of the Anglophone characteristic of our
universitv said CSU President Amine

CSU VP External Auob Muntasar addresses the crowd during the municipal election debate
Oct. 20 in the J.A. de Sève Cinema.

Dabchy. The evening’s moderator
Associate VP Government Relations
Russell Copeman stated candidates

were welcome to answer in either offi
cial language very early in the evening.
By asking students directly by email,

Less bling, more substance
Hip Hop Symposium tackles real issues
—

ANNA SARKISSIAN

-

—

-

The average person associates hip hop
culture with the booty shaking, bling
brandishing wannabe gangsters who
are taking over the airwaves,
We’re bombarded with those
images. says independent •student
Mennatella Shawkv, who is a member
of Students for the Advancement of Hip
Hop Culture (SAHC), which recently
became an official CSU club. “But you
have to dig deeper than that’
SAHC organizers are hoping their fifth
annual International Symposium on Hip
Hop Culture will shed light on lesserknown facets of hip hop DJing, rapping.
break dancing and graffiti which can
be used a tool for self-expression,
empowerment, and social change.
‘‘vVe’re interested in conscious hip
hop. We want to bridge the gap
between academics and the community so we can engage in a discussion
about real issues:’ Shawky explains.
After a three-year hiatus, the event is
back starting Oct. 29 with four days of
workshops, discussions, screenings
and celebrations based on the theme of
—

—

Rhymes, Rhythms and Resistance. It
wraps up Nov. 2 with a showing of
Beyond Beats & Rhymes in association
with Cinema Politica.
During the Hip Hop No Pop session
with alternative educator Nantali
Indongo. participants break down the
lyrics of popular commercial hip hop
songs by speaking the lyrics to each
other, face to face.
“They realize what they’re saying:’
Shawkv says. And sometimes they
can’t bring themselves to pronounce
t.he words.”
Hot topics this year include hip hop
in Ethiopian Jewish communities in
Israel and social work through hip hop.
Fine Arts alumna Lynn Worrell will be
presenting a session about W.O.R.D
(Writing Our Rhymes Down), an organization that teaches literacy through
hip hop.
SAHC is making a concerted effort to
reach out to youth through various
community centres to encourage their
participation.
“Hip hop can help them explore their
situation, rewrite their histories, shape
their own future, explore life lessons

embedded in lyrics and even write their
own,” Shawky says.
The symposium was founded in 2002
by former Concordia students Diegal
Leger and Dana Schnitzer with help
from Katherine Blenkinsop and has
HOW been exported to Cuba, after
inspired participants started their own
spinoff.
The event facilitators are artists,
musicians, and educators themselves.
Leger and Indongo are members of the
hip hop super group Nomadic Massive.
which is dedicated to spreading what
they call open-minded hip hop. Shawlr
is a social worker who uses bellydance
as a tool for resistance.
The conference brings together real
life musicians, scholars, and audience
members to create dialogue and assert
the voice of the global hip hop movement in an academic and socio-politi
cal context.
The fifth annual International
Symposium on Hip Hop Culture is free,
except for the breakdance workshop
($15) and the performance showcase at
Reggie’s $7). For more information,
visit inontrealhiphopsymposium.com.

the CSU determined three themes of
prime importance: urban planning and
housing (including the greening of
Mackay), public transit, and sustainable
development and the environment.
The debate was a typical campaign
exchange, each taking the opportunity
to voice their party’s platforms and
trade respectful quips and barbs. As
well, each took turns to express their
contentment with an event encouraging
student involvement in politics.
“I’ve lost elections by three votes:’ said
DeSousa. “Anyone who says your vote
doesn’t count is wrong:’
The event’s key organizer CSU VP
External Auob Muntasar states he was a
bit disappointed with the turnout (less
than 40 people attended), but sees the
event as a positive democratic proce
dure.
“I think the combination of midterms
and [the fact that it’s] only a municipal
election, students aren’t as encouraged
to take part:’ said Muntasar. “Though,
in the coming years, I hope these small
initiatives can have a snowball effect
and students will become a bit more
active:’

‘Ask Me’ contest
asks for creativity
From May28 to June 4, the Congress of the
Humanities and Social Sciences will have
Concordia buzzing with more than 9 000
delegates from universities from all over
Canada. To help visitors find their way
around, the ‘Ask Me’ campaign has been
launched.
Congress’ lead organizers are looking to
enlist the help of talented Concordia stu
dents to design the logo and the look for
the ‘Ask Me’ campaign that will grace infor
mational resources (such as banners,
kiosks or t-shirts and buttons on volun
teers) to help visiting delegates find their
way around campus.
‘There are so many creative students at
Concordia, we want to reach out and con
nect to make them a part of Congress:’ says
Congress 2010’s Academic Convenor
Ronald Rudin. “This is a great way to show
our imagination and give Congress at
Concordia our own unique look:’
Using the Congress theme and logo as a
starting point, and using a creative brief as
reference, interested students are asked to
send in their artistic concept by Dec. 4. The
winner will be announced on Dec. 18 and
will take home a 2GB iPod Shuffle.
For guidelines, further information or to
declare your candidacy, please write to UCS
Production and Advertising Coordinator
Elena Raznovan at ads@alco,concordia.ca.
Or, check the volunteering section at
concordia.ca/congress2OlO in coming days.
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Managing conflict

Stanley E. Homer, 1933 2009
-

KAREN HERLAND

Overall, it might be a good
thing if you don’t know about
the university’s Office of Rights
and Responsibilities. Knowing
might suggest you have been
involved in an interpersonal
conflict on campus. But, on the
other hand, it’s a good thing
that the nearly 200 students,
faculty and staff who neede’d
support to handle such con
flicts last year had somewhere
to go.
“In a community of about
50 000 people, the majority of
whom are young and passionate, it is inevitable that stuff is
going to happen:’ said Peter
Côté, the university’s Advisor
on Rights and Responsibilities.
His job is to come up with
some way to mediate those
conflicts. “The real question is,
‘do you respond to it appropri
ately? Do you do your best to
respect people and the institu
tion?’”
Côté has just submitted the
2008-09 report of his office’s
activities, available online at
rights.concordia.ca. His job is to
listen to any Concordia com
munity member who feels
threatened, harassed or dis
criminated against.
One of his first tasks is to
determine whether the com
plaint is actually about the
behaviour of another person or
if the problem is linked to the
application or interpretation of
a policy or procedure. The lat
ter conflicts are referred to the
Ombuds Office, conveniently
located next door to his in the
GM building.
Once he has determined he is
dealing with a behavioural con-

Guided tours
FA Mini-lectures
F4 Presentations
Portfolio Day

flict, he may simply advise the
complainant on ways to defuse
the situation or, with their
authorization, contact the
other person involved in the
conflict or a third party (say the
department chair in the case of
a conflict between a student
and professor) in order to
resolve the issue.
The ideal outcome is “both
parties go away reasonably sat
isfied that they’ve been heard
and the matter has been
resolved in a way that responds
to their concerns:’
Of course, that is the ideal.
Since the situations he deals
with involve conffict, there may
not always be a win-win resolu
tion. Last year, 10% of the com
plaints treated by his office
required a formal hearing or
investigation.
Côté often works with securi
ty, human resources or the
Office of General Counsel to
resolve issues. As for conflicts
between students, while some
of them may relate to failed
romances or personal disagree
ments, many of them are aca
demic.
For instance, disagreements
about responsibility and partic
ipation in group projects are a
frequent cause of student con
flict, “That has become such an
important pedagogical tool:’
said Côté. He added that
departments need to be pre
pared to take responsibility if
problems arise.
Côté took on this position in
2002, after serving in the
“I was
Chaplaincy office.
I
would
recently asked why
have made that move. Most of
the time, I’m doing the same
thing, trying to help people:’

Stanley Homer [S BA 56] taught
Art Education at Sir George
Williams University and then
Concordia University from 1963
until 1993. He later earned the
Distinguished
of
honour
Professor Emeritus.
Homer was a founding mem
ber of the Department of Fine
Arts and served as a model of
innovative and student-centred
teaching. In the 1970s, he pio
neered the integration of new
media into the curriculum, and
he was instrumental in the
development of the depart
ments of performing arts. His
own artwork explored media
and crossed the traditional
boundaries between the arts.
He was credited with helping
the first
Concordia be
Canadian university to offer
graduate arts programs, and
for being an inspiration to
young, new faculty members.

Homer has been described as,
“an inspired artist and superla
tive teacher, and his theoreti
cal work, his art and the inte
gration of his ideas have made
important contributions to art
education:’
His colleague, Leah Sherman,
described him as an inspiration
faculty and stu
to everyone
and that he was
dents alike
remarkably creative, talented
and original. “He was very
avant-garde for his time:’
Stan, as he was known to
many people, lived sustainably
long before it was popular. He
grew up on a farm and gar
dened, producing his own
food. He used a bicycle to get
around for more than 60 years.
He recycled, repaired and re
used materials in his art and at
home. After retiring from
Concordia, he designed and
built Souliterra, an earth-shel
-

—

—

tered solar house in eastern
Ontario. He later moved to
Victoria, B.C., where he fin
ished the Reaching I Ching
Project of 64 artworks.
A loving husband, father and
brother, he died at home with
his wife by his side. He is sur
vived by his children, Kyle and
Mara Homer, his stepson Ned
Servant and his brothers, Don
and Lee.
Stan’s ashes will be scattered
into the sea during a private
ceremony. There will be a gath
ering in his honor from 2 to 5
p.m. on Sun., Nov. 1, at 252
Superior St. in Victoria. A fund
in memory of Stanley E.
Homer was established at the
Faculty of Fine Arts, Concordia.
University. To contribute,
please send cheques, payable
to Concordia University, to
Annual Giving, S-FB 520, or call
ext. 3884 for more information.

Robin T.B. Rye, 1934 2009
-

On Oct. 7, 2009, longtime
chemistry professor Robin T.B.
Rye passed away in the West
Care
Palliative
Island
Residence.
Rye was born in Vancouver,
B.C., where he earned his bach
elor’s and- master’s degrees in
chemistry. After having com
pleted his doctorate in London
and a post-doctorate degree in
British Columbia, he began
teaching in Manitoba, but as
he said, he couldn’t contend
with the inclement weather. In
1964, he began teaching at

Sir George Williams Campus

Concordia, then Sir George
Williams University.
There he was responsible for
the operation, maintenance,
and upgrading of the mass
spectrometrv facilities from
the time the Chemistry
Department moved into the
Hall Building. His research
interests remained concentrat
ed in mass spectrometry, a
field in which he taught gradu
ate-level courses as well.
Rye loved teaching and
research. Although he retired
in June 1997, he continued

Loyola Campus
7141 Sherbrooke St. West

working at Concordia for a
number of years.
Laurie D. Colebrook, a friend
and colleague of Rye’s, has
written a lovely passage about
him that can be found at cjour
nal. concordia. Ca. Condolences
(www.legacy.com) will be avail
able online until Nov. 8.
Donations in his name were
collected by the Canadian
Cancer Society. The university
community extends its sympa
thies to his widow Carmen, his
daughters Karen and Leslie,
and his extended family.
-
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WHAT’SON
OCTOBER 29 TO NOVEMBER 12

Displaced by War, Genocide and Other Human Rights
Violations project.

THURS., OCT. 29

New Comm Studies Media Gallery
This opening reception features a Richard Hancox photogra
phy exhibition titled Apparencies, which will run until Dec. 15.
L-CJ 1.1419

4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

comm.concordia.ca

• MIGS lecture
Bruce Broomhall (UQAM) will lecture on Delivering Justice
for Rwanda’s Victims in Canadian Courts.
12 to 1:30 p.m.

Jim Kennelly (Skidmore College, N.Y.) will lecture on
Capitalizing on Culture: Competitiveness, Sustainability and
Sense of Place in Post-Boom Ireland. The lecture is co-spon
sored by the School of Canadian Irish Studies and the David
O’Brien Centre for Sustainable Enterprise.

cdnirish.concordia.ca

5 p.m.

MON., NOV. 2

I

The film Hip Hop: Beyond Beats and Rhymes is an in-depth
look at manhood, sexism and homophobia in rap music and
hip-hop culture. The second film is African Undergrounth Hip
Hop in Senegal (short).

(

7:30 p.m.

I

wwwcinemapolitica.org/concordia

TUES., NOV. 3
University of the Streets Café
Health Matters: Public health or private profit?

7 to 9 p.m.

Coop La Maison Verte, 5785 Sherbrooke W.
univcafe.org

Explore pagan. Christian and Mexican traditions surround
ing the remembrance of the dead as Multi-faith Chaplaincy
tours the Notre-Darne des Neiges Cemetery and explores
spititualit Meet at the Chaplaincy first.
2090 Mackay (Z annex) I I to 4 p.m. I wevalue.concordia.ca

University of the Streets Café
Borders and Boundaries: What are art students learning and
doing, and why should it matter?

(

7 to 9 p.m.

Henry Greenspan on Interviewing
Survivors
Hosted by the Montreal Life Stories project and the Center
for Oral History and Digital Storytelling, this discussion
workshop will be facilitated by Henry Greenspan, psycholo
gist, playwright, and Holocaust specialist (uMichigan). Please
register by email.

I

H-lb

6p.m.

12 to 2p.m.

I aids.concordia.ca

Jordana Mendelson of New York University will present
Exhibiting the 1930s: Photography, Modernism, and Print
Culture.

6:30 p.m.

art-history.concordia.ca/calendar.html

The men’s hockey team will play Sweden’s National Junior
Team in an exhibition match. For tickets, call ext. 5925.
Ed Meagher Arena (Loyola)

I cohds@alcor.concordia.ca

THURS., NOV. 5 TO SUN., NOV. 8
Remembering War, Genocide and
Other Human Rights Violations: Oral
History, New Media and the Arts
Conference co-sponsored by The Centre for Oral History &
Digital Storytelling and the Life Stories of Montrealers

7:30 p.m.

ext. 5925

Sacred Dialogues Spiritual Journeys
Life as a journey offers a majestic image that can both inspire
and challenge us on our spiritual path.Come share your per
sonal experiences and thoughts on spirituality.
Z-03 I 4 to 6 p.m. I wevalue.concordia.ca

FRI., NOV. 6

Cinema Politica
Bullshit is a documentary about Vandana Shiva, food free
dom, and, you guessed it, poop. The second film, The Bicycle,
chronicles Paz Chingawale’s journeys in Malawi, as he battles
AIDS at the grassroots.
H-hO 7:30 p.m. I wwwcinemapolitica.org/concordia

WED., NOV. Il
• Claudia Kinmonth on 19th C. paintings
Artist Claudia Kinmonth speaks on the depiction of Irish
farmhouse interiors as depicted in nineteenth-century paint
ings in a lecture titled, Through Artists’ Eyes and sponsored
by the School of Canadian Irish Studies.

H-1220

8:30 p.m.

cdnirish.concordia.ca

I

Ensembles of Mike Berard & Robin Chemtov
Oscar Peterson Concert Hall I 8 p.m.
finearts.concordia.ca/newsandevents ($0-$15)

THURS., NOV. 12
Cinema Politica
H20i1: If you see one documentary on the Alberta tar sands,
make sure it’s this one.
H-i 10 7p.m. www.cinemapolitica.org/concordia

NovemberJazz Night 2
Charles Ellison Quintet.
Oscar Peterson Concert Hall I 8 p.m.
finearts.concordia.ca/newsandevents ($0-s 15)

FRI., NOV. 13
Transposition: Theories

Colloquium on the Politics of
Religious Difference
Sponsored by the Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies in
Society and Culture, this one-day colloquium aims to
encourage discussion and debate about the politics of ‘cul
tural heritage’, ‘authenticity’, and ‘religious difference’ in the
context of multi-cultural and religiously plural societies.

9 a.m. to 5p.m. Iieremy.stolow@concordia.ca

• Lecture on Economic Governance
Avinash Dixit (John J. F. Sherrerd ‘52 University Professor

of
Economics at Princeton University) will present his paper,
Economic Governance: Concepts and Examples. He will meet
with interested students and faculty earlier that morning.
1:30 p.m.

MON. NOV. 9

NovemberJazz Night I

• Speaking of Photography

MB-6.240

WED., NOV. 4

LB-l042

Elizabeth Pisani will discuss Selling Out: Public Health
Prostitution and the AIDS Industry.

H-767

Sacred Sites tour

VAV Gallery, 1396 René-Lévesque Blvd.
univcafe.org

english.concordia.ca/writersread

• HIVIAIDS lecture series

cissc.concordia.ca

Cinema Politica

H-lb

2 to 5 p.m.

Swedish National Junior Hockey Game

Ted McCormick traces William Petty’s involvement in the
Cromwellian conquest and settlement of Ireland in a lecture
titled, William Petty and the Ambitions of Political
Arithmetic.

4:15 p.m.

The Wolfpoetry magazine is a leading UK poetry publication
touring Canada. Literary journal editor James Byrne leads
the discussion, Editing of a Literary Magazine, with addition
al editors and poets associated with The Wolf

EV-1.615

• Lecture on William Petty

LB-649

$30

THURS., NOV. 5

LB-646

migs.concordia.ca

• Competitiveness, Sustainability in PostBoom Ireland

MB 2.210

Montefiore Club, 1195 Guy St.
storytelling.concordia.ca/memoire/index.html

Writers Read Series: The Wolf

FRI., OCT. 30

LB-1014

CJOURNAL@ALCOR.CONCORDIA.CA

switzjmsbconcordia.ca or ext. 2960

a l’oeuvre

Penser Ia théorie, a group of doctoral and post-doc students
and researchers, is holding its annual inter-university study
day under the theme, Transposition: Theories a I’oeuvre.
LB-619 9:30 a.m. to 6p.m.
www.penserlatheorie.nigeba.net/actualites.html

ONGOING
UNTIL NOV. I
The Elizabethan Bath Project
This season opener for the Department of Theatre replicates
and explores the conditions under which an Elizabethan act
ing troupe would have rehearsed and performed. Director
Paul Hopkins condensed 12 hours of Shakespeare’s greatest
plays into three hours of action-packed theatre spread over
two nights.

• Fibre Creations and Mysteries of the
Hyperbolic Plane

Various locations (see: finearts.concordia.ca/newsandevents)
$10 ($5 for seniors & students) I ext. 4742

This interdisciplinary lecture, touching on mathematics,
fibres and lilnguistics, features Cornell professor Daina
Taimina, who developed mathematical models in crochet to
better explain negative curvature and hyperbolic geometry.

UNTIL DEC. 12

EV-1.605

2:15 p.m.

reiss@alcor.concordia.ca

SAT., NOV.7
Rogers Sportsnet Sports Journalism
Workshop

Off the Wall
Artists work on and off the wail raising issues about the exhi
bition site and its context, the residual presence of both
abstract painting and Minimalism, a particular history of
painting and of installation in Montreal and, indeed, a global
political consciousness.

www.ellengallery.concordia.ca I Events & tours: Marina
Polosa, ext. 4778, mpolosa@alcor.concordia.ca

This free workshop is a day-long event designed to introduce
aspiring journalists to sports journalism. This year’s theme is
Montreal: Major League City? The event is open to the public
and will feature some well-known broadcasters.
L-CJ Atrium 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
journalism.concordia.ca/sjwO9

SUN., NOV. 8

41)

Persian Literary Society of Montreal

Monthly meeting
H-420 J 6 to 9p.m.

LEGEND
Call for papers jj
Lecturelreading
Arts

• Ø)

Receptionlcocktail
Call for participation
Workshop/discussion
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Managing retirement successfully

stu
The Adult Development and Aging Lab presented some preliminary findings to research volunteers on Oct. 24. Among the faculty and
dents involved were (from left) Carsten Wrosch, Karen Li, Dolores Pushkar (principal researcher), Claude Senneville, Stephanie Torok and
Christina Gallagher.
KAREN HERLAND

What happens when your week is no
longer ordered by 40 or so hours spent
being gainfully employed? How do you
organize your time, establish goals and
adapt to retirement?
“I was interested in finding out what
determines what different people do when
they have 35-40 hours of free time each
week for the first time in their lives:’ said
Dolores Pushkar, principal researcher for
the Concordia Longitudinal Study of the
Transition to Retirement: Reconstructing
Life after Employment, funded by
Canadian Institutes of Health Research.
Pushkar led her colleagues in the Adult
Development and Aging Lab at the Centre
for Research in Human Development
(CRDH) in a multi-year study which
tracked 360 people who had retired within

the last three years to collect and analyze
data on a comprehensive set of variables.
Although they had been regularly receiv
ing written reports, the research volun
teers were invited to Concordia on Oct. 24
for an update on the project. Over 75 par
ticipants and (some) friends or spouses
were offered preliminary fmdings along
with the chance to ask questions.
Although all research subjects through the
CRDH have the opportunity to receive
reports based on the general findings of
studies, only a few actually invite subjects
in for discussion.
Using what Pushkar calls the Everything
Model, the research team collected basic
demographic
data on each participant
information, reasons for retirement,
health, personality markers, cognitive
information and an overview of their
social circle and family relationships
—

—

Hiking up the hill
JMSB rallies support for climate action
ANNA SARKISSAN

A dedicated group of students, staff, facul
ty and friends from the John Molson
School of Business hiked up Mount-Royal
last Saturday to take a stand on climate
change. The walk coincided with 5 200
events worldwide organized under the
auspices of 350.org’s International Day of
Climate Action. Measured in parts per
million, 350 is the number that leading
scientists say is the safe upper limit for
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.
Organizer Chantal Forgues, a research
associate at the David O’Brien Centre for
Sustainable Enterprise, raffled the troops
in the lobby of the MB Building. “Let’s get
some carbon-free exercise!” she said as
they set off up the hill.
Once at the lookout, they posed for a
group photo to post on 350.org and then
headed into the chalet for a vegetarian
lunch from Le Commensal.

Rina Albala, graduate president of the
John Molson Sustainable Business Group
and co-organizer of the walk, said the
business community has no choice but to
address sustainability.
“Green companies will have a huge
competitive advantage. It just makes good
business sense. It’s good for morale and
it’s good for your bottom line:’ said Albala.
The Concordia Student Union hosted
their own 350 events, including a bike
rally to city hail later that day. For more
images from the walk, visit cjournal.
concordia.ca.
On Oct. 30, the David O’Brien Center
will also be presenting a lecture in associ
ation with the School of Canadian Irish
studies (see page 7) featuringJim Kennelly
from Skidmore College in New York.
Kennelly will address Competitiveness,
Sustainability and Sense of Place in PostBoom Ireland at 5 p.m. in MB 02-2 10. For
details, visit cdnirish.concordia.ca.

and analyzed that information in relation
to their level of physical and social activity
stress levels, regrets, values and wisdom in
an effort to determine their retirement
satisfaction and quality of life.
Pushkar said the research team includ
ed several professors (along with numer
ous grad students) because of the need for
expertise on a wide range of variables:
June Chaikelson studies stress and coping,
Karen Li looks at cognitive functioning,
Michael Conway studies the social psy
chology of status and gender, Dma
Giannopoulos studies depression, Carsten
Wrosch examines goal adjustment and
regret, and Jamshid Etezadi is an expert in
data analysis.
Each year, the study participants,
recruited through a range of retirement
associations and ads in local media, came
to Concordia to undergo a half-day of

tests, in groups and in individual cognitive
testing. “We mainly used standardized
tests, because they are tried and true
measures:’ said Pushkar.
The result is “masses of data” that can be
analyzed over time for the individuals
involved, or compared among different
retirees to determine patterns.
“It would have taken hours for me to
report on everything we’ve determined so
far:’ said Pushkar. She did promise to pro
duce a sunimary of the eight graduate the
ses and articles written to date to the
research participants.
Several researchers, many of them grad
students, presented their work at the
information session. “Part of the raison
d’être for the centre is to offer students
hands-on experience. They need to be able
to talk about research in ordinary lan
guage:’ said Pushkar, adding that it is
retirees themselves who can most benefit
from the results.
The data collection is still ongoing.
Those currently being questioned are
asked specifically about the current eco
nomic downturn and whether that has
directly affected them or family mem
bers. Research volunteers also had con
sented to have their medical records
made available to the researchers and
that data is expected before the end of the
calendar year.
Pushkar was asked if the project will
continue to collect data, once the current
phase is over. Although the potential
exists for another researcher to continue
the work, she herself will be retiring as this
phase ends.

